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ESSB 6604 - H COVWM AND
By Commttee on Education

ADOPTED AND ENGROSSED 3/ 2/ 2010

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW28A. 655.061 and 2009 ¢ 524 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent systemshall include but need not be
l[imted to the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection (10) of this section, one or nobre objective
alternative assessnents for a student to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards. The objective alternative assessnents for
each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by npbst students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successful ly net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045 or 28A.655.0611, acquisition of the certificate is required
for graduation from a public high school but is not the only
requi renent for graduation

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045, a student who
neets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to
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four times at no cost to the student. |[If the student successfully
neets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
student shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. Once
obj ective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
(10) of this section, a student may use the objective alternative
assessnments to denonstrate that the student successfully neets the
state standards for that content area if the student has taken the
Washi ngton assessnment of student |learning at |east once. If the
student successfully neets the state standards on the objective
alternative assessnents then the student shall earn a certificate of
academ c achi evenent.

(4) Beginning no later than with the graduating class of 2013, a
student nust neet the state standards in science in addition to the
ot her content areas required under subsection (3) of this section on
the Washington assessnent of student Jlearning or the objective
alternative assessnents in order to earn a certificate of academc
achi evenent . The state board of education may adopt a rule that
i nplenents the requirenments of this subsection (4) beginning with a
graduating class before the graduating class of 2013, if the state
board of education adopts the rule by Septenber 1st of the freshman
school year of the graduating class to which the requirenents of this
subsection (4) apply. The state board of education's authority under
this subsection (4) does not alter the requirenent that any change in
performnce standards for the tenth grade assessnment nust conply with
RCW 28A. 305. 130.

(5) The state board of education may not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based
i nstruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
school s under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW28A. 155. 045.

(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) School districts nust nmake avail able to students the foll ow ng
opti ons:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or
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(b) To retake the WAashi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
program at a conmunity or technical college. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

(8) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
school assessment but who wish to inprove their results shall pay for
retaking the assessnment, wusing a uniform cost determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(9) Opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year
shal | be avail able to each school district.

(10)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shal | develop options for i npl enenting objective alternative
assessnents, which nmay include an appeal s process for students' scores,
for students to denonstrate achievenent of the state academc
standards. The objective alternative assessnents shall be conparable
inrigor to the skills and know edge that the student nust denonstrate
on the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and be objective in
its determ nation of student achievenent of the state standards.
Before any objective alternative assessnments in addition to those
aut hori zed i n RCW 28A. 655. 065 or (b) of this subsection are used by a
student to denonstrate that the student has net the state standards in
a content area required to obtain a certificate, the | egislature shal
formally approve the use of any objective alternative assessnents
through the ommibus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent
resol ution.

(b)(i) A student's score on the mathematics, reading or English, or
witing portion of the SAT or the ACT may be used as an objective
alternative assessnent under this section for denonstrating that a
student has nmet or exceeded the state standards for the certificate of
academ c achi evenent. The state board of education shall identify the
scores students nust achieve on the rel evant portion of the SAT or ACT
to neet or exceed the state standard in the relevant content area on
t he Washi ngton assessnent of student l|earning. The state board of
education shall identify the first scores by Decenber 1, 2007. After
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the first scores are established, the state board nmay increase but not
decrease the scores required for students to neet or exceed the state
st andar ds.

(ii) Until August 31, 2008, a student's score on the mathematics
portion of the PSAT may be used as an objective alternative assessnent
under this section for denponstrating that a student has net or exceeded
the state standard for the certificate of academ c achievenent. The
state board of education shall identify the score students nust achieve
on the mathematics portion of the PSAT to neet or exceed the state
standard in that content area on the WAshi ngton assessnent of student
| ear ni ng.

(ti1) Astudent who scores at |least a three on the gradi ng scal e of
one to five for selected AP exam nations nmay use the score as an
objective alternative assessnent under this section for denonstrating
that a student has net or exceeded state standards for the certificate
of academ c achievenent. A score of three on the AP exami nations in
cal culus or statistics nay be used as an alternative assessnent for the
mat hemati cs portion of the Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.
A score of three on the AP examnations in English |anguage and
conposition nay be used as an alternative assessnent for the witing
portion of the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning. A score of
three on the AP examnations in English literature and conposition,
macr oeconom cs, mcroeconomcs, psychology, United States history,
world history, United States governnment and politics, or conparative
governnent and politics may be used as an alternative assessnent for
t he readi ng portion of the Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning.

(11) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student |earning for meking individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

(12) To hel p assure continued progress in acadenm c achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for and notify students and their parents or |egal guardians as
provided in this subsection ((+2)).
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(((8))) Student learning plans are required for eighth ((t+hrough
twelHth)) grade students who were not successful on any or all of the

content areas of the ((VWashingten)) state assessnent ((fer—student
learning)) during the previous school year or who nay not be on track
to graduate due to credit deficiencies or absences. The parent or
| egal guardian shall be notified about the information in the student
| earning plan, preferably through a parent conference and at |east
annual | y. To the extent feasible, schools serving English |anguage
| earner students and their parents shall translate the plan into the
primary | anguage of the famly. The plan shall include the follow ng
i nformation as applicabl e:

((()) (a) The student's results on the ((VWashingten)) state

assessnent ( (ef—student—tearning));
((+»)) (b) If the student is in the transitional bilingual

program the score on his or her Washi ngton | anguage proficiency test
Il

((++H)r)) (c) Any credit deficiencies;

((~)) (d) The student's attendance rates over the previous two
years;

((&&)) (e) The student's progress toward neeting state and | ocal
graduation requirenents;

((&+)) (f) The courses, conpetencies, and other steps needed to
be taken by the student to neet state academ c standards and stay on
track for graduation;

((&+H+Hy)) (g) Renediation strategies and alternative education
options available to students, including informng students of the
option to continue to receive instructional services after grade twelve
or until the age of twenty-one;

((&H+)) (h) The alternative assessnent options available to
students under this section and RCW28A. 655. 065;

((9)) (i) School district prograns, high school courses, and
career and technical education options available for students to neet
graduation requirenents; and

((69)) (J) Available prograns offered through skill centers or
community and technical colleges, including the college high school
di pl oma options under RCW 28B. 50. 535.

(({hby ALl fifth grade students who were not successful in one or
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—Fhe—parent-—or—guardi-an—of —the —student —shall-—be —notified:-
preferably through a parent conference,- of the student's results on the
Vashingtoen—assessrent—ol—student—tearning—act-ons—the—school—intends
Lo—take—to—inprove—thestudents—skitHs—+tn—any—content—areat+n—whch
the —student—was —unsuecesst——and —proevi-de—strategies—to—help—them
Hprove—thet—students—ski-H-s—

{it) Progress made on the student plan shall be reported to the
students—parents—or—guardi-an—at—teast—annuaty—and—adiustrentsto—the
pan—rede—asnecessary—) )

Sec. 2. RCW28A. 225.015 and 1999 ¢ 319 s 6 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a parent enrolls a child who is six or seven years of age in
a public school, the child is required to attend and that parent has
the responsibility to ensure the child attends for the full tinme that
school is in session. An exception shall be made to this requirenent
for children whose parents formally renove them fromenrollnent if the
child is less than eight years old and a petition has not been filed
against the parent under subsection (3) of this section. The
requi renent to attend school under this subsection does not apply to a
child enrolled in a public school part-time for the purpose of
receiving ancillary services. A child required to attend school under
this subsection nay be tenporarily excused upon the request of his or
her parent for purposes agreed upon by the school district and parent.

(2) If a six or seven year-old child is required to attend public
school under subsection (1) of this section and that child has
unexcused absences, the public school in which the child is enrolled
((shath)) may:

(a) Informthe child s custodial parent, parents, or guardian by a
notice in witing, by e-mail, or by telephone whenever the child has
failed to attend school after one unexcused absence w thin any nonth
during the current school year;

(b) Request a conference or conferences to_be_ conducted_ by
tel ephone or in person with the custodial parent, parents, or guardi an
and child at a tinme reasonably convenient for all persons included for
t he purpose of analyzing the causes of the child s absences after two
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unexcused absences wthin any nonth during the current school year. |If
a reqgularly schedul ed parent-teacher conference day is to take place
within thirty days of the second unexcused absence, then the school
district may schedul e this conference on that day; and

(c) Take steps to elimnate or reduce the child s absences. These
steps ((shalt)) may include, where appropriate, adjusting the child's
school program or school or course assignnent, providing nore
i ndividualized or renedial i nstruction, offering assistance in
enrolling the child in available alternative schools or progranms, or
assisting the parent or child to obtain supplenentary services that nay
help elimnate or aneliorate the cause or causes for the absence from
school

(3) If a child required to attend public school under subsection
(1) of this section has seven unexcused absences in a nonth or ten
unexcused absences in a school year, the school district ((shatt)) may
file a petition for civil action as provided i n RCW 28A. 225. 035 agai nst
the parent of the child.

(4) This section does not require a six or seven year old child to
enroll in a public or private school or to receive hone-based
i nstruction. This section only applies to six or seven year old
chil dren whose parents enroll themfull time in public school and do
not formally renove themfromenroll nment as provided in subsection (1)
of this section.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 225.020 and 2009 ¢ 266 s 1 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a child required to attend school under RCW 28A.225.010
fails to attend school w thout valid justification, the public school
in which the child is enrolled shall take the following actions if the
child is_enrolled in_the sixth_ grade_ or_above, and_nay_ take_ the
following actions if the childis enrolled inthe fifth grade or bel ow

(a) Informthe child s custodial parent, parents, or guardian by a

notice in witing, by e-mail, or by telephone whenever the child has
failed to attend school after one unexcused absence w thin any nonth
during the current school vyear. School officials shall inform the

parent of the potential consequences of additional unexcused absences.
| f the custodial parent, parents, or guardian is not fluent in English,
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the preferred practice is to provide this information in a | anguage in
whi ch the custodi al parent, parents, or guardian is fluent; and

(b) Schedule a conference or conferences to_be_conducted by
tel ephone or in person with the custodial parent, parents, or guardi an
and child at a tinme reasonably convenient for all persons included for
t he purpose of analyzing the causes of the child s absences after two
unexcused absences wthin any nonth during the current school year. |If
a reqgularly schedul ed parent-teacher conference day is to take place
within thirty days of the second unexcused absence, then the school
district may schedul e this conference on that day((:—ard)).

((€e))) (2) The school may also take steps to elimnate or reduce
the child s absences. These steps ((shalh)) may include, where
appropriate, adjusting the child s school program or school or course
assignnment, providing nore individualized or renedial instruction,
provi di ng appropriate vocational courses or work experience, referring
the child to a conmunity truancy board, if available, requiring the
child to attend an alternative school or program or assisting the
parent or child to obtain supplenentary services that mght elimnate

or aneliorate the cause or causes for the absence fromschool. |If the
child' s parent does not attend the schedul ed conference, the conference
may be conducted with the student and school official. However, the

parent shall be notified of the steps to be taken to elimnate or
reduce the child' s absence.

((2r)) (3) For purposes of this chapter, an "unexcused absence"
means that a child:

(a) Has failed to attend the majority of hours or periods in an
average school day or has failed to conply with a nore restrictive
school district policy; and

(b) Has failed to neet the school district's policy for excused
absences.

((3))) (4) 1If a child transfers from one school district to
anot her during the school year, the receiving school or school district
shal | include the unexcused absences accunul ated at the previous school
or fromthe previous school district for purposes of this section, RCW
28A. 225. 030, and 28A. 225. 015.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A. 225. 025 and 2009 ¢ 266 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) For purposes of this chapter, "comunity truancy board" neans
a board conposed of nenbers of the |local conmmunity in which the child
attends school. Juvenile courts may establish and operate community
truancy boards. |If the juvenile court and the school district agree,
a school district may establish and operate a comunity truancy board
under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. Juvenile courts may
create a community truancy board or may use other entities that exist
or are created, such as diversion units. However, a diversion unit or
other existing entity nust agree before it is used as a truancy board.
Duties of a community truancy board shall include, but not be limted
to, recommending nethods for inproving school attendance such as
assisting the parent or the child to obtain supplenentary services that
m ght elimnate or aneliorate the causes for the absences or suggesting
to the school district that the child enroll in another school, an
al ternative education program an education center, a skill center, a
dropout prevention program or another public or private educationa
program

(2) The legislature finds that wutilization of community truancy
boards, or other diversion units that fulfill a simlar function, is
the preferred neans of intervention when prelimnary nethods of notice
and parent conferences and taking appropriate steps to elimnate or
reduce unexcused absences have not been effective in securing the
child s attendance at school. The |egislature intends to encourage and
support the devel opnent and expansion of conmmunity truancy boards and
other diversion prograns which are effective in pronoting school
att endance and preventing the need for nore intrusive intervention by
the court. ((Operation of a school truancy board does not excuse a
h-sti+et — FHrom— the — obltgation — of — H-H1g — & — petir-Hon —wthin — Hhe
requirenents of- RCW28A. 225. 015(3).))

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 225.030 and 1999 ¢ 319 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If achildis required to attend school under RCW 28A.225.010
and ((+#)) the ((aet+oens—taken—by—a)) school district takes actions
under RCW28A. 225. 020 that are not successful in substantially reducing
an enroll ed student's absences from public school, not later than the
seventh unexcused absence by a child within any nonth during the
current school year, or not later than the tenth unexcused absence
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during the current school year the school district ((shald)) nmay file
a petition and supporting affidavit for a civil action with the
juvenile court alleging a violation of RCW 28A.225.010: (a) By the
parent; (b) by the child; or (c) by the parent and the child. Except
as provided in this subsection, no additional docunents need be filed
with the petition.

(2) The district ((shall—noet—tater—than)) nmay, after the fifth
unexcused absence in a nonth:

(a) Enter into an agreenent with a student and parent that
est abl i shes school attendance requirenents;

(b) Refer a student to a community truancy board, if available, as
defined in RCW 28A. 225.025. The community truancy board shall enter
into an agreenment with the student and parent that establishes school
attendance requirenents and take other appropriate actions to reduce
the child' s absences; or

(c) File a petition under subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The petition may be filed by a school district enployee who is
not an attorney.

(4) If the school district ((faHs—+te)) does not file a petition
under this section, the parent of a child with five or nore unexcused
absences in any nonth during the current school year or upon the tenth
unexcused absence during the current school year may file a petition
with the juvenile court alleging a violation of RCW28A. 225. 010.

(5) Petitions filed under this section nay be served by certified
mail, return receipt requested. |If such service is unsuccessful, or
the return receipt is not signed by the addressee, personal service is
required.

Sec. 6. RCW28A. 225.151 and 1996 c¢c 134 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) As required under subsection (2) of this section, ((each
sehoeol)) if _ a_school takes additional actions_ provided in_ RCW
28A.225.030, it shall docunent the actions taken ((unrder—RCEW
28A225-030)) and report this information to the school district
superi ntendent who shall conpile the data for all the schools in the
district and prepare an annual school district report for each schoo
year and submt the report to the superintendent of public instruction.
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The reports shall be made upon fornms furnished by the superintendent of
public instruction and shall be transmtted as determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(2) The reports under subsection (1) of this section shall include:

(a) The nunber of enrolled students and the nunber of unexcused
absences;

(b) Docunentation of the steps taken by the school district under
each subsection of RCW 28A. 225. 020 at the request of the superintendent
of public instruction. Each year, by My 1st, the superintendent of
public instruction shall select ten school districts to submt the
report at the end of the follow ng school year. The ten districts
shall represent different areas of the state and be of varied sizes.
In addition, the superintendent of public instruction shall require any
district that fails to keep appropriate records to submt a full report
to the superintendent of public instruction under this subsection. Al
school districts shall docunent steps taken under RCW 28A. 225.020 in
each student's record, and make those records avail able upon request
consistent wth the | aws governi ng student records;

(c) The nunber of enrolled students with ten or nore unexcused
absences in a school year or five or nore unexcused absences in a nonth
during a school year;

(d) A description of any progranms or schools devel oped to serve
students who have had five or nore unexcused absences in a nonth or ten
in a year including information about the nunber of students in the
program or school and the nunber of unexcused absences of students
during and after participation in the program The school district
shal | al so descri be any placenents in an approved private nonsectari an
school or programor certified program under a court order under RCW
28A. 225. 090; and

(e) The nunber of petitions filed by a school district with the
juvenile court.

(3) A report required under this section shall not disclose the
name or other identification of a child or parent.

(4) The superintendent of public instruction shall collect these
reports fromall school districts and prepare an annual report for each
school year to be submtted to the legislature no |ater than Decenber
15t h of each year.
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July 1, 2010."

Sec. 7.

Correct the title.

Oficia

Sections 2 through 6 of this act take effect

Print -
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